
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER 87-15
NPDES NO. CA0028835

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

NATIONAL SEMICONDUCTOR CORPORATION
SANTA CLARA, SANTA CLARA COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San
Francisco Bay Region (hereafter called the Board), finds that:

1. National Semiconductor Corporation (NSC) (hereinafter called
the discharger) a manufacturer of intergrated circuits,
located on 2900 Semiconductor Drive, Santa Clara, by
application dated October 7, 1986 has applied for issuance
of waste discharge requirements under the National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System (NPDES).

2. Studies by the discharger show that groundwaters beneath the
site have been polluted by organic solvents such as
trichloroethylene (TCE) , 1,1,1 trichloroethane (TCA) , cis­
1,2-dichloroethene, trans-l,2-dichloroethene, 1,1­
dichloroethene, Freon 113, xylene, ethylbenzene, acetone and
isopropanol. The contamination was apparently caused by
leaks in underground waste solvent storage systems, and by
spills in transportation and loading and unloading of
solvents. The discharger and adjacent property owners and
facility operators have undertaken investigations to define
the extent of pollution. As of November 30, 1986, the
pollutant plume extends horizontally a distance of over
1,000 feet from the SUbject property and vertically to a
depth of more than 45 feet.

3. As of November 3 0, 1986, remedial measures taken incl ude
installation of onsite groundwater extraction wells, and
removal of underground tanks and sumps. Extracted
groundwater is treated by air stripping and is discharged to
a storm drain tributary to Calabazas Creek pursuant to Order
No. 85-057 (NPDES CA0028835) adopted by the Board on May 15,
1985.

4. The discharger proposes to install a groundwater extraction
system on the Herman Christensen property on East Arques
Avenue in the City of Sunnyvale. This system will serve as
an interim measure to remediate offsite groundwater
contamination.
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